
The Civilisation of Ancient Egypt



The Nile Gives Birth to a New Civilisation

(A) THE DELTA: There the Nile divided into channels, to form a delta. Much of

(a)this land was swampy, but the rest was good for farming. 

(B) OASIS : The Western Desert had a few places (called oasis) where enough 

water was available for crops. 

(C) THE EASTERN DESERT : The Eastern Desert had no oases but contained 

valuable minerals, including gold. 

(D) THE VALLEY: The place of the famous monuments of the Valley of the Kings. 

(E) CATARACTS: Ships sailing south were stopped by cataracts (rapids). 
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Producing more than enough food

(A) HARVEST : When the main crops were ready, everyone – men, women, even priests 

helped with the harvest. 

(B) MUSIC : Musicians played while work went on in the fields. At planting time, magic 

spells were chanted to make crops grow. 

(C) WINNOWING : Women using wooden trays, letting the chaff blow away while the 

heavier grain fell to the ground. 

(D) TAXES : Farmers paid part of their crop as taxes. Scribes kept careful records of the 

amounts. 

(E) CATTLE : Young boys helped to look after the livestock. A man's wealth was judged 

by the cattle he owned. Farmers also owned sheep, goats, and donkeys. 

Surplus food:

- was stored for 

future use;

- was traded for 

other goods;

- helped in the

development of 

new crafts.
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Trading the Surplus

(A) MERCHANT SHIP: Small boats were made of bundles of reeds tied 
together. Larger ships were built of wood to sail through the dangerous Red Sea.

(B) CARGO SHIPS: Resembled barges on which the crew stowed cargo in the 
open hold. The ship had oars and one large sail.

 New products and ideas can be imported

 Money earned was used:

– to build cities

– to built temples to please the gods
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Craftsmen

(A) POTTERY: Pots of many shapes and sizes were made from clay by hand, given a 

glaze, and hardened in fire. 

(B) GOLD: The Egyptians had plenty of gold from mines in Nubia. Jewellery, gold-plated 

objects, statuettes and even kings’ coffins were made of solid gold. 

(C) SANDALS: The only shoes people wore were sandals, made of leather or papyrus 

reed. Usually they went barefoot. 

(D) WOOD CARVING: Most woodworking tools, such as saws and chisels, have not 

changed much since. 

 Jobs available for talented craftsmen

 Surplus food production allowed for their wages to be paid

 New products and skills develop
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Farming and trade allowed an elite class of nobles and priests to be formed.

This elite was able to hire others (farmers, craftsmen, slaves) to work for them.

They lived a life of leisure and free time to come up with:

new ideas

new inventions

new skills

A New Hierarchy
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The Social Pyramid 

of Ancient Egypt
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Large-scale projects were now feasible due to: planning ideas; writing 
and mathematics, new tools.

(A)STONE BLOCKS: The builders made huge ramps of earth and dragged 
the stones up with ropes.

(B)SUPERVISORS: Officials, probably priests, directed the gangs of 
workmen.

(C)SHAPING THE STONE: Each stone was carefully measured and shaped 
to fit into place.

(D)ACCIDENTS: Many workmen were killed or injured, crushed by the heavy 
stone blocks.

Building the Pyramids

8



Towns and Cities Develop

 Craftsmen, traders, labourers 
found it easier and more 
convenient to live in towns 
and cities. 

 Urban economy and lifestyle 
developed.

 Pulic works: drain system; 
water supply.

 Epidemical deseases that 
threated people living in 
densely populated cities: 
plague, malaria, cholera.
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Hieroglyphics

 Development of Writing

 On clay tables or papyrus paper

 Pictographs

 Writing made possible the transfer of ideas:

– spread throughout Egypt

– passed down through generations 10



11



Religion

• The Ancient Egyptians had nearly a god for every aspect of life (the 

living, afterlife, war, wisdom, vengence, motherhood, etc.).

• Temples were built to the gods;

• Priests presided over religious ceremonies and offer sacrifice to the 

gods;

• The Pharoah (King) was considered a living god on earth.
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The Major Gods of Ancient Egypt 13



Embaling (Mummification)

(D) NATRON: Natron, a kind of soda, was placed in the body to dry it out before it was 

wrapped in linen. 

(E) SOAKING THE BANDAGES: Sometimes, linen strips were soaked in plaster to

harden when dry. 

 The brain and all internal organs were removed from the body before embalming.

 Embalming was reserved to the Pharoahs and their close family members.

(A) SUPERVISOR: The priest in 

charge wore the mask of Anubis 

(God of the Dead). 

(B) INCENSE: A priest stands by, 

holding sweet-smelling incense. 

(C) WRAPPING THE BODY: The 

body, or mummy, was wrapped 

in layers of linen before placed in 

the coffin. 
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Legacy of Ancient Egypt

 The Greeks under Alexander the Great and the Romans under Octavian 

conquered Egypt in 331 BC and 30 BC respectively.

 Greeks and Romans respected many of the Egyptian ideas on medicine.

 Egyptian physicians and scribes were in demand in Ancient Greece and Rome.

 Alexandria (the new city built by Alexander the Great) and its Great Library 

became the centre for knowledge and learning in the Classical world. 15



Women played important roles in Ancient Egypt. Some even became female 

Pharaohs (e.g. Nefertiti, Hatshepsut and Cleopatra).

Wealthy women took great care of their appearance: they used wigs, 

cosmetics, perfumes and jewellery.

However, most women were peasants and lived an ordinary life in the family.

Women in Ancient Egypt

Bust of Cleopatra (63-30 BC) the 

last Queen of Ancient Egypt.
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Review and Assessment on Ancient Egypt

1. Why was the River Nile so important to the Ancient Egyptians? Use 

slides 2, 3 and 4 to help you answer. (4)

2. Choose two social groups from the social pyramid in slide 7 and 

explain the contribution of each of to Egyptian civilisation. (4)

3. What were the great engineering achievements of the Ancient 

Egyptians? Use slide 8 and 9 to help you answer. (2)

4. Why was writing important for the Ancient Egyptians? Use slides 

10 and 11 to help you answer. (4)

5. Describe the process of embalming dead corpses. Use slide 14 to 

help you answer. (4) 

6. How did the civilisation of Ancient Egypt come to an end? Use 

slide 15 to help you answer. (2)

(Total: 20 marks)
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