
The Phoenicians
c. 1200 BCE. to c. 300 BCE.
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Phoenician Civilisation

• Who were the Phoenicians?

• From where did they come?

• What made them famous?

• How did their civilisation end?

• How and why did they come to Malta?

• What is their legacy in Malta?
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Pheonician colonies in the Mediterranean
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How Phoenician soldiers may have been like.
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Cedar trees 
found in 
Lebanon.
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Commerce in the Mediterranean

Purple dye from the murex trunculus
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Phoencian ships made from cedar wood. 7



Their main gods: Ba’al
and Astarte
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The Phoenician 
alphabet and the Nora 
Inscription found in 
Sardinia.
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A Phoenician 
bought papyrus 
paper grown in 
Egypt and sold it 
to the Ancient 
Greeks who had 
also developed 
their own 
alphabet.
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The Phoenicians in Malta

• The Phoencians came to Malta in the 7th 
centruy BCE.

• They introduced writing in Malta

• Their coming marked the end of the 
Bronze Age.  

• Their coming marks the end of prehistory 

and the beginning of history in Malta.
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Phoencian remains in Malta. 12



A Pheonician inscription found in Malta. 13



The cippus 14



Phoenician pottery jars found in Malta. 15
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A sarcphagus 
made from 
terracotta found 
in Malta.
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Phoenician tower like structure at Żurrieq
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A Phoenician rock-cut tomb at Tal-Liedna 18



Archaeological remains of a Phoenician temple  
at Tas-Silġ, Marsaxlokk 19



History Department, Curriculum Centre Annexe, DLAP (MEDE) 2020.

Review and Assessment on the Phoenicians

1. Look at slide 2. Name the islands in the Mediterranean that had 
Phoenician colonies? (5)

2. Explain three things for which the Phoenicians were reknown in 
their times. (6)

3. Why did the Pheonicians establish so many colonies in the 
Mediterranean? (2)

4. Read slide 9. How did the coming of the Phoenicians to Malta 
change the course of Malta’s history? (2)

5. Mention two sites in Malta were Phoenician archaeological 
remains were found. (2)

6. Mention three important artefacts dating to Phoenician times  
found in Malta. (3)

(Total: 20 marks)
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