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1. Use the above sources to fill in the name of the respective government official: (Recall, L7) 
 

(a) Which official was appointed by the King of Aragon?  

(b) Who used to take care of the Castello a Mare?  

(c) Who used to appoint the Ħakem of Mdina?  

(d) Who used to take care of the dejma?  

(e) Who used to manage the government finances?  

 

    2.  Why did the Maltese Islands fall under the responsibility of the Sicilian Viceroy? (Cause, L7) 
 
         __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    3.  What was the duty of the notary of the Università?  (Recall, L7)  ______________________ 
  
         __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    4.  Why did the principal government officials meet at Mdina? (Cause, L6) 
 
         __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    5.  In what way did the administration of the Maltese Islands change from 1530 onwards? 

         (Consequence, L7) 
 
         __________________________________________________________________________ 
  
         __________________________________________________________________________ 

Source 1. The Viceroy and the Castellan at Birgu 
In the 15th century, the King of Aragon started appointing a Viceroy to act as his deputy in the 
Kingdom of Sicily. Since the Maltese Islands formed part of the Kingdom of Sicily, the Viceroy, who 
resided in the Royal Palace at Palermo, used to appoint the Castellan of the Castello a Mare. The 
latter, together with a garrison of about 150 foreign soldiers, were responsible for the general defence 
of the islands. This was the case because the Maltese Islands formed part of the Kingdom of Sicily. 

Source 2. The Ħakem of Mdina 
Ther Viceroy used to appoint the Ħakem from the Maltese nobles of Mdina to act as the head of the 
Maltese administration at Mdina.  The ħakem had to summon the Commune and the Jurats of the 
Università of Mdina.  He used to issue bandi that regulated public health, the payment of fines and 
the price-lists for meat, fish, fruits and vegetables. He also issued the militia roaster for sentry duties 
around the coast, in the towers and along the curtain wall of Mdina. In the eventuality of a corsairs  
raid on land, he assumed the role of general commander of the dejma militia. 
 

Source 3. Jurats of the Università 
There used to four jurats appointed from among the nobles and the professional classes of Mdina. 
These jurats used to serve as court magistrates, decide ordinary court cases, purchase duty-free grain 
from Sicily and keep record of the income of the government derived from taxes, fines and rents on 
government property. The jurats used to employ a notary to help them keep record of contracts and 
other important government documents and registers (collectively known as Acts of the Università). 
 


